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I sat on the verandah while a monk, whom I had seen
crossing the courtyard with a kettle, prepared tea. With
charming courtesy, an old monk came forward and, groping
in his dusty garments, produced a packet of cigarettes. I
think St. Anthony, while he might have censured his indul-
gence in tobacco, would have commended his generosity,
for cigarettes were obviously a great luxury in this place.

There are twenty-five monks in the monastery at present,
and they are obviously less prosperous than the neighbouring
community in Baramus.

As the abbot led the way across the drawbridge into the keep,
I remembered that it was in one of the rooms on the
ground floor that Curzon made his great discovery. He
found it covered to a depth of two feet with loose vellum pages
and complete manuscript books, and so full of dust that the
monks took turns to hold the candle near the door while he
examined the treasure. There is nothing there now to in-
terest even the most ravenous church mouse.

From the roof we had a wonderful view of the desert and
the monastery of Bishoi, standing about half a mile away.
We looked down into the crowded monkish village with its
haphazard architecture; it was not a square enclosure like
Baramus, but a narrow oblong, and even more congested with
buildings.

The history of Syriani is different fzom that of the other
Wadi Natrun monasteries. The site it now occupies was
originally scattered with the cells of monks from Anba
Bish6i. In the year 535 A.D. the peace of the desert was
interrupted by what an early commentator calls " an impure
heresy," which rose out of the " blasphemy of the impure
imagination of the accursed and detestable Gaianites."
These were the followers of a monk called Gaianas, who at
this time had seized the Patriarchate of Alexandria, but was
eventually sent into banishment. His followers in the desert
monasteries were expelled by the other monks and proceeded
to found rival monasteries near those they had left. The
Gaianite monks from Bishoi founded their monastery within
sight of the parent building. All these duplicate monasteries
fell on evil days and became ruins, with the exception of this
one, which was bought in the Eighth Century on behalf of
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